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Mark 1: 1-8 Year B Advent 2 

We often talk about Jesus as a charismatic speaker who drew people to himself by his words and his deeds. 

Jesus ultimately wanted people to know that he was the Son of God, sent to earth to save them. 

But what about John the Baptist? He too must have been charismatic but in a different way. For a start, 

look what it says about his appearance. He was clothed in camel’s hair, the outer part of which is course 

and inflexible, he wore a leather belt around his waist and he lived off the land, eating locusts and wild 

honey. Portrayed as a striking figure with unkempt hair and beard, he was young and had the world at his 

feet! He probably could have been anything he wanted, yet he appeared in the wilderness, a crazy man, 

crazily dressed and shouting for people to repent, come and be baptised and turn away from their sins. 

And the people came, in their hundreds, and John baptised them.  

John the Baptist was a man on a mission, despite his “stand out from the crowd appearance”, his aim was 

not to draw attention to himself, no way. In every painting or statue we see of John, he is pointing or 

directing, not towards himself but towards the one who is to come. As he humbly says “The one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me: I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 

sandals. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”. 

I think the arrival of John the Baptist on the scene, with his shouting about repentance upsets the apple 

cart this time of year. After all, aren’t we looking forward to celebrating Jesus’ birth in a stable in 

Bethlehem, surrounded by gentle animals and singing angels?  Haven’t we already had a tough enough 

year without John telling us we need to repent?  

All we want to do is get the shopping done, get a few decorations up and relax into the Christmas Spirit! 

Isaiah doesn’t offer much comfort either, he’s giving us the same message as John. Get ready for the 

coming of the Lord, and it’s not going to be easy. We have to metaphorically lower mountains, make 

crooked paths straight and rough places smooth, our lives are a mess and there’s work to be done before 

we get our reward. 

So, as we are in Advent, that time of expectation and anticipation as we wait the return of our Lord Jesus 

Christ perhaps the message of today’s readings is just what we need to hear. We look forward to 

celebrating the birth of Jesus, of course we do, but Advent is not about Christmas, it’s about thinking 

seriously about the second coming of the Lord and all that will bring, heaven and hell and death and 

judgement.  The Greek word for this is Parousia, or the eschaton, the end of the world, and the terror and 

hope that will come with the final judgement of God. 

You are the lucky ones, we know that judgement will come and we also know the Lord will not leave us 

alone. So use Advent to reflect on the things that are wrong in your lives and search for ways to put them 

right, in order to be ready for the Lord’s return. 

As we come to the end of a difficult year, ask yourself what mistakes you made, what situations you could 

have handled better, what ways have you hurt others, either by your actions, your inaction?  Did you leave 

a problem unresolved that you know regret? 

These are hard questions to ask as you reflect on how you live as a Christian, or how you can improve; and 

more importantly, how you can help others to know the things you know. 



The Benefice of Cogenhoe and Great Houghton 

and Little Houghton with Brafield on the Green 

Over the period of Advent, sit quietly and ask yourself what sort of Christian you are. One who lives a good 

but passive life as the world goes on around you, or one who gets involved by standing out like John and 

letting others see that you know Jesus and will point the way for them; because people will only find Jesus 

if they are shown where to look.  

Remember, it’s not your job to convert them, the work you start will be finished by the Holy Spirit, who will 

bring salvation to those who, once directed, choose to enquire. 

What better way to prepare for the great celebration of Christmas.  


