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Matthew 16:13-20 (NRSVA)Peter’s Declaration about Jesus   
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?’ 14 And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, 
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15 He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I 
am?’ 16 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.’ 17 And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[b] and on this rock[c] I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.’ 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was[d] the Messiah.[e] 

 

Romans 12: 1-8   

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,[a] by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual[b] worship. 2 Do not be conformed 

to this world,[c] but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is 

the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.[d] 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 

than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith 

that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have 

the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 

one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in 

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Sermon: 

 ‘May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you O Lord, my Rock 

and my Redeemer’. (Ps 19 v14 

 ‘Who do you say that I am?’ 

 This question posed by Jesus to his disciples and the subsequent conversation is recorded in all 3 of 

the synoptic gospels, and it is a critical question to all of us that would seek to follow him. 

 Jesus was a carpenter, and a good man, but he was so much more than that. Many flocked to meet 

him because of the healings he was reputed to have performed, but he was more than a doctor. 

The disciples and even the teachers of the law called him ‘teacher’ or ‘Rabbi’ when they asked him 

questions of faith, but his authority confounded them and did not follow their rules.  

This question was posed by Jesus to his disciples midway through his earthly ministry, when they 

had had a chance to see and hear what he was about, but before the full impact and meaning of his 

ministry was made fully clear to them. It is pivotal to them and to us.  
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The disciples had heard people talking of Jesus as a prophet or comparing him with John the 

Baptist, who at that time had had an enormous impact on society, but it is Peter who recognises 

that Jesus is something more- and prompted by the Holy Spirit blurts out: ‘You are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.’  

So, what does that mean- both to the disciples and us? A lot of Jesus’ subsequent teaching to the 

disciples was to be about what his being the Messiah, the Saviour, really meant. However, Jesus 

was not the military Saviour from the Romans that many of his time were hoping for. He was, and 

is, God’s promised Messiah, the Prince of Peace and the Servant King- not just for the Jews of first 

century Palestine, but for all of us and for all time.  

Jesus commends Peter- saying that it was indeed his heavenly Father who had revealed this to him. 

He not only names Simon – Peter- the rock, but says that this Rock is the foundation of the Church 

that he himself will build. Peter is as fallible as the rest of us, but it is when he listens to God that he 

is  the foundation rock on which Jesus can build his church, and note it is Jesus or God that does the 

building.  

The key is that God is alive. And he wants to and does relate to, or communicate with us, his 

disciples. He still does communicate with us- through his Holy Spirit and through Holy Scripture. We 

need to have eyes and ears ready to see and listen and as our epistle says we need to be prepared 

to be living sacrifices- using our minds to discern the will of God and our bodies to serve each other 

as the body of Christ. Our Lord Jesus is alive and still relating with us: through his word, through the 

Holy Communion and by the Holy Spirit binding us together to serve with him as his body here on 

earth, now and as we go out into the world in the power of his Spirit to live and work to his praise 

and glory. May we take this prayer into our hearts and minds. Amen. 


