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Matthew 22: 1-14 

Have you ever gone to a social function and found that you were inappropriately dressed? I 
was with my brother when he wasn’t allowed in to a restaurant because he was wearing 
Jeans, they can be quite expensive so he was bemused at being refused entry and no 
amount of pleading would help. We had to drive to a local Matalan for him to buy a cheap 
pair of trousers, which proved to be acceptable before he was allowed to enter the 
restaurant.  

Well, today’s sermon is one about being properly dressed, but it’s not about what clothes 
we wear to church or anywhere else, it’s about the spirit in which we come to church and 
live our live. It’s about whether or not we are clothed in the righteousness of God. 

Today’s Gospel brings two parables together.  

The first has to do with a king, who wanted to give a big wedding banquet for his son, it was 
to be a royal festive occasion, much like our Royal weddings.  The King sent his servants with 
invitations for all his friends and political allies, but they returned with only rejections. 

In those days, to reject a royal invitation was tantamount to a declaration of war but the 
king gave his allies the benefit of the doubt and sent his servants back to tell them that the 
wedding banquet was prepared and to come at once. They not only refused the invitation, 
they taunted, ridiculed and killed the king’s servants. 

The king was furious and summoned his troops to war against his now-declared enemies. He 
then sent his servants into the cities, inviting people off the streets to come to the 
palace.  Sure enough, many people poured in to celebrate the marriage of the prince.   

The history between God and Israel is the key to understanding this parable as it represents 
God’s invitation to Israel into a covenant with him, so the celebration of a wedding is a good 
analogy as that is exactly what the couple do when they marry each other. In the parable, 
The King is God, the servants sent with the invitations are the prophets and those who were 
too busy to come represent many of the Israelites who turned against God. And rejected his 
promise of salvation. Those who were invited from the streets are the gentiles - literally 
meaning all nations who accepted the invitation realising that if they we’re too busy 
unwilling to be part of this ministry of reconciliation, God will choose others to do his work. 

The same can happen to us. The kingdom of God will come, the table is spread and the 
banquet hall must be filled.  If we’re not willing to put God first, our seat will be given to 
someone else.  



The Benefice of Cogenhoe and Great Houghton 

and Little Houghton with Brafield on the Green 

 

The second parable tells of the king as he mixed and mingled with his guests, he noticed one 
that was not wearing a proper wedding garment. He was as disrespectful of tradition as my 
brother at the function we attended. 

In Jesus’ day, guests coming to a royal banquet were expected to wear festal garments. For 
the wealthy, that meant embroidered robes and gowns adorned with precious jewels. For 
the poor, it meant the best clothes you had, freshly washed.  If you could afford it, you’d 
wear white, and, if you couldn’t, you’d wear as close to white as possible, showing you were 
celebrating with your host in the joy of the feast.   

The implication is that the guest not wearing the right clothes had simply come along for the 
ride. He wasn’t there to honour the king and celebrate the marriage of the prince, he was 
there under false pretences, like those who profess to love God, yet live their lives in their 
own shallow way.  
The king had every reason to be annoyed. 

The message of these parables is a lesson for us all. Many are called, but few are chosen! It 
is easy to be busy with “things” of the present that the things of eternity are forgotten and 
the voice of God fails to be heard. The sadness for those who refused the invitation of the 
king, is that they missed out on the joy of a celebration which was theirs for the taking. So 
let your love of God shine through your words and actions to encourage others to 
experience the same joy that you have in following Christ.  I wear a clerical collar as a sign of 
my calling to be a Minister of Word and Sacrament, I try to set a good example in life, but 
with or without one of these, we’re all supposed to set a good example. Everyone who 
walks in the footsteps of Jesus is called to live by a higher standard of righteousness than 
the world around us.  When we don’t, we let ourselves down and we let God down.  So, 
come to the Kings party and wear the garments of Christ.  Clothe yourself in compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and love … and in so doing, honour and glorify the 
king. In the words of the Gospel, many are called, but few are chosen, the choice in ours.  


