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Luke 1:26-38  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’  But she was 

much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. The Lord is with you, blessed are 

you among women. 

The words “In the sixth month”, refers to the preceding story where Luke tells us about an older couple 

named Zecheriah and Elizabeth who are chosen by God to be the parents, at a late age, to John the Baptist.  

Elizabeth and Mary are related, probably cousins, meaning John the Baptist and Jesus will be related. 

Today’s Gospel takes place in the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, so she was the perfect choice for 

Mary to go to for support while she pondered the consequences of all the angel had told her.  

How often do we say, “I would love to be a fly on the wall to listen to that conversation?” Well this is one 

of those times!  

An angel, God’s messenger, appears from nowhere, (well heaven actually) and speaks gently to Mary 

saying God wants to make his earthly home inside her, she has been chosen to bear his Son and she’s very 

blessed! 

A young girl, possibly aged 13 – 15 at the very most, is suddenly confronted by an angel who tells her she is 

going to give birth to God’s Son. 

What’s your reaction to hearing this part of St Luke’s Gospel? Disbelief? Horror? Amazement? Fear? 

Whatever they are, I bet they are the opposite of Mary’s. She does not panic, she is not afraid and she 

doesn’t run away. She calmly asks the most obvious question. How can this be as I am a virgin?  Mary may 

be young but she knows the facts of life, and she knows the consequences she will have to face, yet she is 

reassured by the angel that all will be well.  

So she says yes, whatever God says, I accept. Now that’s faith for you! 

At this point in her young life, Mary was betrothed to Joseph. Writer of biblical commentaries, William 

Barclay, explains that there were three steps to a Jewish marriage. The engagement, which was often 

arranged by the parents through a match maker when the intended were children. The betrothal, which 

was a formal ratification of a marriage to be, usually lasting for a year. A betrothal was as binding as a 

marriage and could be dissolved only by divorce. The final step was the wedding – which lasted a week, 

during which the marriage was consummated.  

In this passage we are faced with one of the great controversies of our Christian faith – the virgin birth. We 

can’t explain it, yet we confess it every time we say the creed and affirm our faith. Faith is the assurance of 

things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”. (Hebrews 11:1)  

There is so much more to God’s creation and his will for our lives than we could possibly understand. 

Mary’s faith was strong, she could have asked a myriad of questions, she could have turned away from 

God, but her response was obedient, true and faithful.  
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Many years ago, I was taken by the reaction of a friend, whose husband of many years died. As she 

followed the coffin out of church, the look on her face I can only describe as radiant. Sometime later, I 

asked how she had managed to remain so calm and composed and she said, “There’s a bigger picture at 

work here. If you could only see the bigger picture, you would understand.” 

I’ve never forgotten those words, and now I too can see the bigger picture. Facing the reality of her 

husband’s death, whilst being upheld by the deep faith that they shared, she saw life in perspective 

compared to the whole of God’s creation.  

That is what resonates with the response of Mary, who accepted the unexpected without having all the 

answers, because she could see the bigger picture! 

God has plans for all of us, it is up to us to listen when he calls and be prepared to take a risk, which may 

well take us out of our comfort zone. There are times in our lives when we are faced with difficult 

situations or have difficult decisions to make. They may be personal or they may be, as this year, national, 

even global. How do we know when we are doing the right thing?  Who do we put our trust in at such 

times? 

When we give our hard earned cash to charity, can we be sure that it is going to be used correctly or have 

we been taken in by slick advertising?   

Is the person begging in the street really desperate, or is there a BMW parked around the corner?  

The fact is that we don’t know, we may have been duped; but the alternative is to do nothing, say no to 

everyone and lose the opportunity to make a difference.  We don’t know why things happen the way they 

do. We don’t understand and we don’t always have the information we need, so we need to use our 

judgement and take a leap of faith.  

If we let God find a home deep inside us, and trust in him, who knows what our actions might achieve.  

Our faithful response should be to trust in God, even though we don’t have all the answers. 


