
Easter 2 Sermon for Sunday 19 April 2020 

Readings: Acts 2:14a, 22-32, (Psalm 16, 1Peter 1: 3-9); John 20: 19-end 

 

So, here we are, a week after a very unusual Easter. And it still is a very strange time for us 

now on lock down for who knows how long…. 

and that very first Easter it was a very strange time too for the disciples, still in hiding from 

the Jewish authorities after their leader Jesus had been cruelly executed ten days 

previously. Hiding behind locked doors in fear.  

We, and they, are all experiencing grief to a greater or lesser degree, and it is OK to grieve.  

Grief is experienced when we lose a loved one, or succumb to illness, but also when we lose 

our liberty, lose our roles of work or volunteering, lose that closeness of being with others, 

lose our fellowship at church, …. and we should not be surprised if we all experience some 

or any of the stages of grief : they may be experienced individually and not necessarily in 

this order: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, acceptance-- and to grieve well we need to 

come to the sixth stage: meaning. We need to bear with each other (through the social 

distancing) with understanding and love. 

 The disciples experienced all the stages of grief during both Holy week and then that first 

Easter, and their emotions must have gone on a rollercoaster when against all natural rules, 

Christ rose again from the dead… 

 As Christians, in Grief we have Hope, for with Christ we have the promise of  resurrection. 

 It is right that we should grieve our losses, and there will be people ,and may be loved ones, 

that we lose, but where everyone in this current situation experiences some loss, we as 

Christians also have hope. Hope in the resurrection of a promise of eternal life, and hope 

and PEACE that Jesus promised to be with us at all times, through this crisis, through the 

valley of the shadow of death and into our eternal life of Communion with God and with all 

in the church, both here and those already in heaven.  

Those words ‘Peace be with you!’ have a deeper meaning than just a greeting of our 

neighbour when we meet at church. They are the words of deep peace that Christ spoke to 

his disciples in that upper room. They are a promise of ongoing peace and a sign of our 

relationship with him that guides us through difficult times. They are the words he says first 

to Thomas, who understandably can’t believe what he is told when the other disciples tell 

him they have seen the Lord risen from the dead. They are words that we too can take as 

being for us, being among those who Jesus especially blesses for being ‘those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

 Peter, who we see preaching at the celebration of Pentecost, a mere 50 days after Easter 

has come through the grief to that full understanding and conviction by the Holy Spirit. 

Instead of the fear he had experienced he is impelled and empowered to share the Love of 

his risen Lord with all those he meets. 



 The church now may be locked away and the doors to our buildings locked. But the church 

is not dead. Jesus can enter through locked doors and sometimes even enter those hearts 

that seem locked. If you have not yet accessed any worship online there is a plethora there 

ready to be accessed. Not only our own services, but services from so many other churches 

being broadcast online and we have been blessed by ‘Spring Harvest-at Home’ this week 

too- do look online if you have not already! I am sure you can still access the You tube 

videos of talks, teaching and worship. 

History shows that times when society is rocked by events beyond human control, are often 

the times that predispose to the growth and revival of the church. It makes people turn to 

prayer that perhaps would not even have considered doing so in the normal turn of events. 

Now is a time when we can give answer to others  as to why we have that hope within us, 

and still all the more to pray for others to come to know the love and forgiveness that Jesus 

offers to all to put them right with God and bring them into relationship with Him. We are 

his hands and feet and we are the ones who should be doing what we can to share Christ’s 

love too in practical ways. 

 We may be shut away- but we have a Risen Lord who can enter rooms and hearts even 

when the doors are locked and who drives away fear and gives us a true peace that is more 

than we can fully understand to carry on living our lives for him. 

 Peace be with you and may you share His peace with all you meet (even if at a distance) 

every day this week.  

Amen 

Jenny Smith 


